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NYC Viral Hepatitis Elimination Updates
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- Bureau of Hepatitis, HIV, and Sexually Transmitted Infections
. Envisioning a New York City without transmission or illness related to viral hepatitis, HIV, and sexually transmitted infections. =
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Public Health Threat in New York City by 2030

~ was released in December 2021 by the New York City

" Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and

community partners.
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The NYC Viral Hepatitis Elimination Plan includes a set of strategies that
outline the approach needed to:

Reduce the number of hepatitis C infections
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The NYC Viral Hepatitis Elimination Plan includes a set of strategies that
outline the approach needed to:

Reduce the number of hepatitis C infections

Improve the health of people with hepatitis B and hepatitis C

Reduce health inequities related to hepatitis B and hepatitis C infection
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Viral Hepatitis Elimination Updates: Hepatitis B

Status Updates

To increase accessibility of hepatitis B awareness, education and prevention:

Hep Free NYC members joined the Hep B Foundation, Hep B United, and other stakeholders to
advocate for expansion of the CDC Adult Immunization Program to increase support for adult
hepatitis B vaccination programs. Continued advocacy is needed. (Strategy 1.4)

To increase acceptability of hepatitis B testing and linkage to care:

The Health Department provided clinical training on the importance of hepatitis B testing and
will collaborate with community partners to increase screening at community venues and
normalize hepatitis B screening as a part of routine health care. (Strategy 2.8)
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Viral Hepatitis Elimination Updates: Hepatitis B

Status Updates

To increase accessibility of hepatitis B care and treatment:

The Health Department will increase awareness of the existing NYS DOH ADAP program that

covers screening, serology, and two treatment options for hepatitis B among people living with
HIV. (Strategy 3.5)

To increase availability of hepatitis B surveillance data:

The Health Department drafted language for NYC Health Code amendments to present to the
Board of Health in FY2023. (Strategy 4.2)
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Viral Hepatitis Elimination Updates: Hepatitis C

Status Updates

To increase acceptability of hepatitis C awareness, education, and prevention:

The Health Department partnered with Empire Liver Foundation to deliver clinical education
on harm reduction, re-infection, cirrhosis and liver cancer follow-up care, and the importance
of initiating hepatitis C treatment for all including active drug users and people with HIV.
(Strategy 5.7)

To increase accessibility of hepatitis C testing and linkage to care:

The Hep Free NYC Advocacy Committee developed educational materials and organized a
training session to support the Viral Hepatitis Initiative and to advocate for increased funding
for patient navigation programs. (Strategy 6.5)

To increase accessibility of hepatitis C treatment:

The FY23 NYS budget included telehealth payment parity that will require insurers to pay
physicians the same rate for the same service whether the service is delivered in-person or via
telehealth. (Strategy 7.7)




Viral Hepatitis Elimination Updates: Hepatitis C

Status Updates

To increase acceptability of hepatitis C treatment:

The Health Department supported two organizations’ applications for 340B certification to
increase access to affordable hepatitis C medications. However, as of April 1, 2023, the NYS
Medicaid pharmacy benefit will be moved under Medicaid Fee-For-Service Pharmacy Program
which will effectively remove the ability for community health centers to purchase prescription
drugs at a reduced price. Advocacy related to this issue will be ongoing. (Strategy 7.13)

To increase availability of hepatitis C surveillance data:

The Health Department drafted language for NYC Health Code amendments to present to the
Board of Health in FY2023. (Strategy 8.2)
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Viral Hepatitis Elimination: NYC DOHMH Implementation

Plan to

Eliminate
Viral Hepatitis

as a Major Public Health Threat
in New York City
by 2030

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Continuation of current activities

Health



Viral Hepatitis Elimination: NYC DOHMH Implementation

Plan to

Eliminate
Viral Hepatitis

as a Major Public s Prioritization strategies based on importance and feasibility
In New YOrk Ci

by 2030

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Continuation of current activities

Health



Viral Hepatitis Elimination: NYC DOHMH Implementation

Plan to

Eliminate
Viral Hepatitis

as a Major Public Health Threat Prioritization strategies based on importance and feasibility

in New York City
Find additional funding to support expanded strategy goals

Continuation of current activities

by 2030

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Health
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Viral Hepatitis Elimination: NYC DOHMH Implementation

Plan to

Eliminate
Viral Hepatitis

as a Major Public Health Threat
in New York City
by 2030

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Continuation of current activities
Prioritization strategies based on importance and feasibility
Find additional funding to support expanded strategy goals

Collaboration with internal partners in to improve data sharing,
advance prevention initiatives, and remove silos

Partnership with New York State Department of Health on
elimination efforts state-wide




Viral Hepatitis Elimination: Next Steps
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Community Engagement

Through Hep Free NYC, future facilitation meetings to discuss
how key stakeholders and community members can
contribute and commit to advancing elimination strategies
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. Through our painerships and work, viral
- hepatitis elimination by 2030 is possible! -

“Envisioning a New York City without transmission or illness related to viral hepatitis”
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