
 
The New York City Council’s Viral Hepatitis Initiative established in 2014 is the strongest public health response 
to the hepatitis B virus (HBV) and hepatitis C virus (HCV) epidemics that have hit NYC’s communities. During 
a year in which New York State has established a Hepatitis C Elimination Task Forcei in line with global and 
national consensusii iii iv that HBV and HCV elimination is achievable with current treatments and vaccines, 
NYC’s Hep Free NYC Network urges the City Council to fully fund the “Unified Viral Hepatitis 
FY2020 Budget Proposal” and pass a resolution committing the City to the goal of HBV and HCV 
elimination. 
 
CHECK HEP B PATIENT NAVIGATION PROGRAM 

100,000 New Yorkers have been diagnosed with HBV and many more are unaware of their infection. The Check 
Hep B Patient Navigation Program provides HBV linkage-to-care and clinical care coordination services at 12 
sites (including community health centers and hospitals) in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, and Staten 
Island.  
 

➢ Each program has 1 full-time patient navigator who conducts linkage-to-care and other services to 
support successful HBV care and treatment. The Check Hep B Patient Navigation Program requires 
a minimum of $53,880 per patient navigator, which matches the minimum funding required to 
operate a Check Hep C program. Some programs have requested additional funding based on 
multiple health care center sites per provider, multiple program categories per site, and other 
individual staffing and program costs. 

➢ Check Hep B programs have a track record of success. From January 2015 to June 2018, 1,021 New 
Yorkers infected with HBV were enrolled and educated. Of these, 1,004 people were linked to care, 
408 were recommended for treatment and 91 percent of these patients were treated.  

➢ In FY2020, Check Hep B programs are requesting a minimum of $586,935 and a full budget request 
of $625,748.  

 
CHECK HEP C PATIENT NAVIGATION PROGRAM 

 
116,000 New Yorkers are infected with HCV. The City Council’s Check Hep C Patient Navigation Program 

provides linkage-to-care and clinical care coordination services at 13 health centers in the Bronx, Brooklyn, 

Manhattan, Queens, and Staten Island. There is a proposal to establish one additional program site. 

➢ Each program has 1 full-time patient navigator who conducts linkage-to-care and other services to 
support successful HCV care and curative treatment. The Check Hep C Program requires a 
minimum of $53,880 per patient navigator, which matches the minimum funding required to operate 
a Check Hep B program. Some programs have requested additional funding based on multiple health 
care center sites per provider, multiple program categories per site, and other individual staffing and 
program costs. 

➢ Check Hep C programs have a track record of success. From January 2015 to June 2018, 3,462 New 
Yorkers infected with HCV were enrolled and educated. Of these, 2,575 people were linked to care 
and 1,616 were treated and likely cured.   

➢ In FY2020, Check Hep C programs are requesting a minimum of $661,760 and a full budget request 

of $714,686. 

 

HEP C PEER NAVIGATION PROGRAM 
 
The City Council’s Hep C Peer Navigation Program supports 15 IDUHA Syringe Exchange Program (SEP) sites 
to provide outreach, prevention, and linkage-to-testing and -care services for people at risk for or infected with 
hepatitis C. By training and paying a stipend to peers with lived experience and building on existing harm 
reduction programs, the program reaches populations that are generally at the greatest risk of acquiring hepatitis 
C and least likely to be connected to care.  
 

FY 2020 NYC Viral Hepatitis Proposals 

 



 

➢ The Hep C Peer Program has a track record of success. From January 2015 to June 2018, 7,302 New 

Yorkers at risk for HCV infection were enrolled and educated. Of these, 1,312 people were referred to care, 

and 312 were treated for HCV and likely cured.  

➢ The Hep C Peer Program also helps people who use drugs join the workforce. The initiative funds syringe 

exchange programs to train and employ program participants as hepatitis C peer navigators. For many peers, 

this is the first opportunity for employment, which supports recovery and self-care and leads to additional 

employment opportunities. 

➢  

➢ In FY2020, Hep C Peer programs are requesting a minimum of $75,880 per program to ensure all 15 sites 

have 1 full-time HCV patient navigator and 2 part-time HCV peers (each peer at 20 hours week at living 

wage of $15/hr). Adding HCV navigators at all the SEP sites and extending the HCV peers’ hours of 

coverage and increasing the peer wage will ensure that existing programs have the capacity to engage more 

at-risk New Yorkers and adequately connect them to care. Currently, only 5 of 15 Hep C Peer programs are 

budgeted for HCV navigators, and the 5 sites already funded for HCV navigators are counted in the section 

above as Check Hep C sites. 

➢ Hep C Peer programs are requesting a minimum of $1,062,320 and full budget request of $1,131,571.  

 

VIRAL HEPATITIS TRAINING AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

 

The Viral Hepatitis Initiative supports the Empire Liver Foundation, the Hepatitis C Mentor and Support Group, 
and the Harm Reduction Coalition to train health care providers and peer and patient navigators in effective 
hepatitis B and C prevention, testing, linkage to care, medical evaluation and treatment. 
 

➢ Viral Hepatitis Training and Education outcomes between 2015 and 2018: 27 hospitals received HBV or HCV 
grand rounds, reaching 1,547 clinical providers; 56 patient navigators were trained and employed at health 
centers, hospitals and community organizations; 79 syringe exchange program participants were trained and 
employed as peer navigators; 234 clinical providers were trained to provide HBV or HCV care and treatment. 

➢ Viral Hepatitis Training and Education programs request a minimum of $270,690. 
 
FY2020 CITY COUNCIL VIRAL HEPATITIS REQUEST AND STATE MATCHING FUNDS 
 
The total FY2020 Unified Viral Hepatitis Budget request is $2,988,514, with a minimum request of $2,802,000. 
All these programs are eligible for Article 6 matching funds from New York State, which in past years have been 
set at 56%. With NYS matching funds, the total available budget for these programs would be approximately 
$4,662,085. 

To submit questions or contact a NYC Viral Hepatitis Initiative funded agency in your district, email: 

Reed Vreeland, R.Vreeland@housingworks.org, Janice Lyu, jlyu@cbwchc.org or Mike Selick, 
selick@harmreduction.org 

i Office of Governor Andrew Cuomo, Governor Cuomo Announces Selection of Hepatitis C Elimination Task Force. October 11, 2018. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-selection-hepatitis-c-elimination-task-force-members 
ii National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine, Eliminating the Public Health Problem of Hepatitis B and C in the United 
States: Phase One Report. April 11, 2016. 
iii National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine. A National Strategy for the Elimination of Hepatitis B and C: Phase Two 
Report. March 28, 2017. 
iv World Health Organization (WHO). Combatting Hepatitis B and C to reach elimination by 2030. May 2016. 
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