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Dear Laboratory Provider: 

We are writing to notify you of recent amendments to the New York City Health Code 
that will come into effect on April 18, 2018 and that impact laboratory reporting 
requirements. The Notice of Adoption, which includes the revised rule language, can be 
found on the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (Health 
Department) website, at 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/notice/2018/noa-amend-
article11and13.pdf.  

Hepatitis B Reporting 

Section 13.03(b)(3)(B) of the NYC Health Code has been amended to require 
laboratories to report all hepatitis B virus (HBV) DNA test results, including negative 
results. Currently, only positive HBV DNA test results must be reported. Blood bank 
laboratories and other laboratories that perform HBV DNA tests on donated blood are 
exempt from the new reporting requirement (positive test results must still be 
reported). 

Mandated reporting of negative HBV DNA test results will allow the Health Department 
to estimate the proportion of New Yorkers with chronic HBV who are appropriately 
tested and linked to care; identify gaps in access to care; develop targeted 
interventions to increase linkage to care and improve provider knowledge of HBV 
testing and treatment guidelines; and increase monitoring to reduce HBV-related 
morbidity and mortality. 

Any questions regarding these requirements should be directed to the Bureau of 
Communicable Diseases at 347-396-2600. 

Carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae Reporting 

Section 11.03(a) of the NYC Health Code has been amended to require laboratories to 
report carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE), an emerging bacterial threat. 
Mandated reporting will provide vital epidemiological information regarding incidence 
and spread of CRE and assist in the identification of new strains, clusters, and 
outbreaks. This will enable the Department to help ensure infection control 
precautions are being taken. Beginning this year, public health jurisdictions across the 
U.S. will be asked to report certain CRE infection cases to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System.1  

At this time, the organisms to be reported to the Health Department are: Enterobacter 
spp., Klebsiella pneumoniae, Klebsiella oxytoca, or Escherichia coli that are resistant to 
imipenem, meropenem, doripenem (MIC of ≥4 µg/ml), or ertapenem (MIC of ≥2 µg/ml) 
by standard susceptibility testing methods. Please contact    

                                                 
1 https://wwwn.cdc.gov/nndss/conditions/carbapenemase-producing-carbapenem-resistant-enterobacteriaceae/case-

definition/2018/  
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    ARprevention@health.nyc.gov with any questions. 

    All reports of laboratory tests and results must be made via the Electronic Clinical 
    Laboratory Reporting System (ECLRS). A summary of ECLRS technical reporting  
    requirements will be provided. 

    Thank you for your continued partnership in our surveillance efforts.  

    Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
    Demetre C. Daskalakis, MD, MPH 
    Assistant Commissioner 
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