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Today’s Presentation 

• Role of the birthing facility in hepatitis B prevention 

• Immunization Action Coalition’s hepatitis B birth dose 
honor roll 

• NYC’s Universal Hepatitis B Birth Dose Initiative 

• Process, Results, Next Steps  
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Role of Birthing Facilities  
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Birthing facilities play a critical role in preventing chronic hepatitis B 

infections!  

• Timely initiation of post-exposure prophylaxis 

• Creating a birth dose safety-net for eliminating perinatal hepatitis B 

transmission.   

The most important steps for birthing facilities to take are: 

• Implement a universal birth dose policy 

• Ensure universal review of the original maternal HBsAg test results 

• Implement standard admission orders for timely administration of  
hepatitis B vaccine to all newborn infants 

• Follow national recommendations for prophylaxis of newborn infants 

- Infants born to women with HBsAg-positive test results and 

- Infants born to women whose HBsAg status is unknown 
                                                                                                                        

            Complete 2005 ACIP Recommendations are available at www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5416.pdf 
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What Is IAC’s Hepatitis B Birth Dose Honor Roll? 
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Recognizes hospitals and 
birthing centers that have 
attained 90% or greater 
coverage rates for 
administering hepatitis B 
vaccine at birth. 

www.immunize.org/ 
honor-roll/birthdose 

http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4306-01.pdf
http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4306-01.pdf
http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4306-01.pdf
http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4306-01.pdf
http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4306-01.pdf
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Criteria for Birth Dose Honor Roll 
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• At least 90% of babies (regardless of weight)  
born during a 12-month period receive  
hepatitis B vaccine prior to discharge (including  
those infants whose parents refuse). 

• Written policies, procedures, and protocols for 
implementing the universal hepatitis B vaccine birth 
dose are in place and include specific tasks, such as: 

- Parents are informed about the importance of the hepatitis 
B vaccine birth dose and that it is recommended for all 
newborns.  

- All infants routinely receive hepatitis B vaccine before 
hospital discharge. 

- If HBsAg test result is not on mother’s chart, it is ordered 
ASAP.  

- And more… 
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Enrollment into the Honor Roll 
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• Applications at www.immunize.org/honor-
roll/birthdose/apply.aspx  

• Review by IAC 

• Notification of acceptance 

• Certificate of enrollment 

• Placement on Birth Dose Honor Roll web page 

• Recognition in IAC Express 
www.immunize.org/express 

• To subscribe to IAC Express 
www.immunize.org/subscribe 
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Birth Dose  
Honor Roll 
Certificate 
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Goals of the NYC  
Universal Birth Dose Initiative 

• To raise awareness of the IAC honor roll 

• To inform hospitals and delivery centers about where 
they stand in the realm of birth dose coverage 

• To promote the birth dose 

• More broadly, to encourage mother education and 
discussion about the birth dose on delivery floors  
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NYC Hep B Universal Birth Dose Initiative: 
What are we doing? 

• Identify eligible facilities (CIR birth dose ≥90%). 

• Send letters to alert them of eligibility and encourage 
them to apply 

• Follow up: Reminder calls and application assistance 

• Results 

• Next steps:  

• Report individualized survey results  

• Send provider and patient “toolkits” and materials  
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Identify Eligible Facilities 

•
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Send Letters 
• Contacts: Directors of Nursing, Patient Care Managers, 

and similar positions.  

• 1 person at each facility who is directly involved. 

• Included individual birth dose coverage rate. 

• Explained honor roll and alerted them of eligibility. 

• Received support from the Immunization Action 
Coalition, the Greater New York Division of the 
American Liver Foundation, the National Hepatitis B 
Task Force, and the NYC Hepatitis B Coalition. 

• Signed by Dr. Jay Varma, Deputy Commissioner of 
Disease Control.  

• Attached flyer for honor roll.  
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Letter Link 

http://cdn.nychepbc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/50/2014/07/QualifyingEmail_SampletoShare.pdf
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Follow Up and Assistance 

• Call contacts at unresponsive facilities.  

• Track down secondary contacts where necessary.  

• Assist with questions regarding the application.  

• Use a spreadsheet to track interactions and send 
follow up calls/emails appropriately.  
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Results  

• Contacted 13 facilities. 

• 9 have applied and been accepted so far. 

• Still working with the other 4.  

• Total of 11 NYC facilities on the honor roll now (when 
the project began, there were already 2 listed).   
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NYC Facilities on IAC Hep B Honor Roll 

16 Full Honoree List 

http://www.immunize.org/honor-roll/birthdose/honorees.asp#ny
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Next Steps 

• Facilities that participated in surveys about their 
perinatal hep B practices will receive an individualized 
report to show them where they stand and what they 
can improve 

• Assemble and distribute toolkits for providers and 
patients 

• Compile existing materials 

• Examine usefulness, health literacy, and aim of materials 
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Thank You!   
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Questions about NYC Universal Birth Dose Initiative 

 Email Julie Lazaroff- jlazarof@health.nyc.gov 

  


